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2025  Mary Help of Christians Sacramental Programs
Dear Parents and Carers,
If you reside in the Mary Help of Christians parish and wish for your child/ren to take part in their First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and/or Confirmation next year, please take note of the dates listed over the page as well as other important information you will need to enrol your child/ren.
If your child is Baptised Catholic, is in year 4 or above, and would like to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion for the first time, please enrol them in our 2025 First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion programs. If your child has previously completed their First Reconciliation, you may enrol your child for just the First Holy Communion part of the program. Enrolments open 20 November 2024 with the programs beginning at the start of term 1 next year.  Please enrol early so that we can plan ahead.
The Reconciliation and First Holy Communion programs provide an opportunity for parents/carers to reaffirm their commitment to the practice of the Catholic Faith which began at Baptism, it also provides an opportunity for them to deepen their relationship with Christ. It is also an opportunity for non-Catholic parents/carers to understand and share in their child’s faith journey.
For the child/ren it provides the readiness necessary for the Sacrament of Reconciliation helping to guide them in understanding right and wrong.  The program is age-appropriate and helps in explaining sin at their level. The readiness required for First Holy Communion is similar; that the child is in the right disposition to receive Communion, and has the ability to recognise the difference between the Eucharist and ordinary bread and wine.
If your child/ren are in year 6 and they have already completed their Reconciliation and received Holy Communion you are welcome to enrol them into our Confirmation Program.  Enrolments open at the end of June 2025 with the program beginning at the start of term 3 next year.  Keep a look out for notices in school newsletters as well as our website.
The Sacrament of Confirmation is the final of the three Sacraments of Initiation. Confirmation is about renewing one’s Baptismal promises. Just as bodies and minds grow, Catholics believe that the soul also needs to grow in the life of grace. Confirmation establishes older children as ‘full-fledged’ members of the faith. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the program/s we also ask that parents/carers get involved by supporting them at home with their learning and also by attending a weekly mass. Your child/ren will also be supported by our parish and school communities throughout their faith journey/s.  
If you have any inquiries about either program, or would like further details, please contact us in the Parish Office on 6286 1908 or email wodensouth.sacraments@cg.org.au.
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Kind regards
Rev. Fr. Emil Milat
Parish Priest, Mary Help of Christians 
DATES FOR THE FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION 
COMBINED PROGRAM IN 2025
(for students in Year 4 and above in 2025)

     Enrolments open on Wednesday 20 November 2024 and close on 5 February 2025*
     
 12 Feb 2025 Wed 6:30pm Parent/Carer Information Evening for both Reconciliation and 
 				 First Holy Communion programs (Children need not attend)
Presentation Masses for both Reconciliation and First Holy Communion programs
Saturday 15 February at 6pm OR Sunday 16 February at either 8.30 OR 10am
First reconciliation program
19 Feb	Wed 	6:30pm	Reconciliation Sessions 1&2
26 Feb	Wed	6:30pm 	Reconciliation Session 3
5 Mar	Wed	6.30pm	Reconciliation Session 4 and Practice/Ash Wednesday
Celebration of First Reconciliation
6 Mar	Thu 	6:30pm

12 Mar	Wed	Program break	
First Holy Communion program
19 Mar 	Wed	6:30pm	First Holy Communion Session 1 
26 Mar  	Wed	6:30pm	First Holy Communion Session 2
2 Apr  	Wed	6:30pm	First Holy Communion Session 3
9 Apr	Wed	6:30pm  	First Holy Communion Session 4 and Practice
First Holy Communion Masses
Saturday 12 April 2024 at 6pm OR Sunday 13 April at either 8:30 OR 10am 
DATES FOR THE CONFIRMATION PROGRAM IN 2025
(for students in year 6 and above in 2025)
Enrolments open on Wednesday 25 June 2025 and close on Wednesday 23 July 2025
30 July 2025 Wed	6.30pm Parent/Carer Information Evening, Confirmation Program
				  (No Children to attend please)
Presentation Masses for the Confirmation program
Saturday 2 August at 6pm OR Sunday 3 August at 8.30 OR 10am 
6 August  	Wed 	6.30pm	Session 1
13 August 	Wed	6.30pm	Session 2 
20 August	Wed	6.30pm	Session 3 
27 August 	Wed	6.30pm	Session 4 & Practice
28 August	Thu	9am – 3pm 	Retreat Day (details to be advised)
Confirmation Masses   
     Friday 29 August 6pm OR Saturday 30 August 6pm
*You can enrol and pay via the Qkr! website (https://qkr-store.qkrschool.com/store/#/home) or the Qkr! app. Choose the Mary Help of Christians parish page.
Please ensure you supply the office with a copy of your child/ren’s baptism certificate, if they weren’t baptised at our church.
The offering/cost for each program is:
Combined Reconciliation and First Holy Communion – $80 
First Holy Communion only – $60
Confirmation –$80
		
PARISH OFFICE
115 Hodgson Crescent, PEARCE ACT 2607
Tel: 02 6286 1908        E: wodensouth@cg.org.au 
www.mhoc.org.au
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